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Introduction
The Capital of Children is a city in Denmark called Billund. For almost a century,
the city has had an extra-ordinary focus on children, and for more than ten years,
the city has had a vision:
Billund is the Capital of Children. Here children learn through play and are creative
world citizens.
In Billund, we believe that children need skills like problem solving, creativity,
collaboration, and communication. Children today grow up in a world marked
by constant change, global challenges and a world that is closely connected.
We need to empower children with these competencies.
Billund is known all over the world as the home of the LEGO Group, as a city with
the second largest airport in Denmark, as a famous tourist destination, and as the
first Danish city recognized by UNICEF as a Child-friendly City and Municipality.
In 2018, the Capital of Children Organization has formed a partnership that unites
Billund based public institutions, companies, schools, and associations in a shared
objective of making Billund the Capital of Children.
With our heritage, the vision, the Capital of Children Partnership, and the extraordinary efforts by individual organizations and individuals in Billund, jointly we
build the Capital of Children. Some of the efforts are described in this press kit.
Also, we have prepared the press kit intending to make knowledge and facts about
the Capital of Children easily accessible to the press.
On behalf of the Capital of Children Partnership
Kristine Schmidt
VP, Capital of Children
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Billund, the Capital of Children
Vision:

Billund is the Capital of Children. Here children learn through play and are
creative world citizens.

What is the problem?

Teachers, researchers, and politicians all over the world agree that children need
skills that will enable them to collaborate, communicate, think critically, solve
problems, and be creative. Children need the creative world competencies for
coping with and successfully navigating the complexity and opportunities in society.
Billund, the Capital of Children, wants to leave a better day tomorrow and invest
in children’s competencies. When the whole of Billund comes together to build
the Capital of Children, it’s not for fun. It’s for the future. A wiser future, more fun
and human. This is where Billund can make the biggest difference.

Partnership

In the partnership, we work with two ambitious goals:
	
DOING: To give children the opportunity to learn through play and 		
to become creative world citizens
TELLING: To tell about Billund as the Capital of Children
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Dedicated organizations
in the Capital of Children
Read more on www.capitalofchildren.com

The LEGO Foundation wants to support an
agenda where learning is naturally linked to
a playful approach. Children have the best
opportunities for learning and developing if
they are allowed to create, be curious, and
play. It is essential to growing these skills in
a world characterized by rapid change, for
the individual child as well as for society as
a whole.

A key focus in KIRKBI’s real estate projects
in Billund is to create vibrant places with a
playful nerve, where children and adults
can meet up to spend some good times
together and get fun-filled experiences –
just as the City Vision depicts. One example
of this is the ‘Playline’, a creative path that
interconnects the town, which KIRKBI
contributes to.

CoC Playful Minds is inspired by children
and experts from all over the world. CoC
Playful Minds exchanges knowledge of
co-creation into methods and practices. In
the three programs Playful Innovation,
Playful Skills and Playful Spaces, children
co-create products for other children, new
ways of learning and urban spaces in
children’s height. This is how we contribute
to the vision of Billund becoming the
Capital of Children.

All children learn better when they are
motivated, content - and having fun.
However, life isn’t always easy, stress-free,
and playful for children with special needs.
At Drive, we have a series of programs and
projects for children with special needs.
Some children suffer from school refusal
others lack motivation or experience
frustration at school or home. Through our
programs, we offer guidance and support,
develop problem-solving skills, and provide
children with coping strategies to tackle
their challenges.

At Lalandia, children can explore a world of
activities and play. There is a wide range of
activities featuring everything from a waterpark,
playland, and bowling to a climbing tower. But
there are also quiet oases, such as in the goat
pen with the cute petting goats. All experiences
appeal to the children’s senses and motor skills
in different ways.

Billund Airport provides easy access to and
from the world with direct routes to over
90 destinations. We want Billund Airport to
be an experience.
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Play is the goal, in and of itself. In play, we
grow and learn, and at WOW PARK, we
celebrate play to stimulate creativity,
curiosity, and community. We also value
physical play and imaginative adventure in
the great outdoors – ensuring that we never
lose our childhood joy and passion. We
wish to build and share a stronger
connection with nature and to invite both
children and adults to play together in the
forest.

In LEGOLAND® we make a big deal out of
playing all the time. And without limiting
the play, the children can explore even the
most crazy and silly ideas. We motivate
them to be creative and we give them
plenty of space to be so. No matter their
stories, we are ready to help make their
fantasies come to life. We truly believe that
this creativity and drive, which we spark in
the children, is an important lesson that the
children will also benefit from in their adult
lives.

Play supports children’s creative, social,
cognitive, and emotional development. And
with free, uninterrupted time for play, the
effects of play continue into adulthood.
Therefore, LEGO® House has a focus on
precisely these learning skills, where
children learn best.

The focus of the LEGO Group is to create
fun, exciting, and creative play experiences
for children around the world. Play is
essential for children’s development.
LEGO® products contribute to developing
children’s creative, motor, and social
competencies and many other skills. It also
applies, of course, to children in Billund.

Billund Municipality work with many
different programs and projects that involve
and collaborate with children. The urban
development program Playline is one of them.

At ISB, students work creatively, independently, and with a great deal of reflection
on both the local community and their global
responsibility.
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The Timeline
2010

The vision is created

The company name CoC Office is registered

CoC Office opens

2013

2013

International School Billund opens with 60 students

Billund Library is redesigned to facilitating
creativity and playful learning
LEGO House opens

2018

2019

2016

2017

CoC Playful Minds strengthens its focus on co-creation
with children
Billund Municipality opens Playline, a trail with experiences

LEGO Campus opens,
LEGO Group’s new headquarter

2020

2015

Capital of Children Office unites diverse
Billund organizations in the vision.

Core Story and values for the
Capital of Children are finalized

2020

2012

CoC Office launches the Child Journalist Education
and Play User Lab

KIRKBI and Billund Municipality create the
Billund City Vision for urban planning

2018

2011

2019

2019

UNICEF recognizes Billund as Child-Friendly City
and Municipality

KIRKBI opens Billund’s new shopping square with
playful elements

17 public, private, and cultural organizations
are united in the Capital of Children Partnership

2020
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Contact
Press Contact
Kristine Schmidt
VP, Strategic brand & marketing
Phone: + 45 61 71 44 04
Mail: ksc@capitalofchildren.com
Web: www.capitalofchildren.com

The Capital of Children is a city. It is Billund.
It is good to live in the Capital of Children because
children are being heard and taken seriously.


– Mille Søgaard, 12-year-old from Billund.

linkedin.com/capitalofchildren
facebook.com/capitalofchildren
instagram.com/capitalofchildren

